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Design & Historic Preservation Board 
December 8, 2016 

Minutes 
 

PRESENT 
Dirk Schneider, Chairman; David Wigg, Kathleen Cristman, Tricia Cruz-Irving, Bonnie Salem, John 
Mitchell and Paul Whitbeck  

 
ALSO PRESENT 
Jean France, Consultant to the Board; Kate Munzinger, Town Board Liaison; Doug DeRue, Director of 
Planning, Zoning and Development; Mark Lenzi, Building Inspector  
 

ABSENT 
Robert Koegel, Town Attorney; Allen Reitz, Assistant Building Inspector; Susan Donnelly, Secretary to the 
Board 

 
Dirk Schneider called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm. 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION DISCUSSION 
 
Kate Munzinger, Town Board Liaison, continued the discussion from the last meeting regarding the 
plaques. She mentioned that the Town would have to get quotes for the plaques, but prior to getting 
quotes it would be important to know how many of the owners of the Designated Homes/Structures would 
want the plaques.  
 
It was suggested that the Town’s “Guidelines for Historic Structures” brochure should be updated to 
include more of the information that other town’s brochures include.   Ideally, the brochure could be 
included with the presentation of plaques.  
 
The year of construction of the Town’s historic homes was brought up and it was noted that the current 
homeowners may know, so a circa date could be established.  
 
Kathleen Cristman explained to the audience what the “plaques” were and Bonnie Salem clarified that 
although some homes have plaques that were made available, but not paid for, through the Historic 
Pittsford organization.  In the past the Town only provided a plaque that was meant to be mounted inside 
the home.   

 
The owner of 5 Sunset Boulevard was in the audience and confirmed that they had an interior plaque at 
their home. 
 
Jean France noted that there could be a small ceremony with the presentation of the plaques.  
 
Kate asked what updates were going to necessary for the brochures. 
 
Bonnie indicated that most towns have brochures online and that the Town of Pittsford brochure could 
use improvement, specifically to include the benefits of owning historic properties and being within historic 
districts. It was noted that the inventory complied by Katie Eggers Comeau included several paragraphs 
that would fit in nicely to cover this information.   

 
It was mentioned that Board member Tricia Cruz-Irving may have some background related to developing 
brochures.   
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It was decided that a letter should be sent (possibly drafted by Kate) to the designated properties to 
inquire about interest in the plaques in early 2017. 
 
Bonnie mentioned that many circa dates are still missing implying that additional contact with the current 
homeowners may help to establish for dates for the designated homes, because about a third of them 
have not been confirmed. The staff table suggested that old USGS maps from the late 1800’s include little 
squares where every structure was located and the 1858 County map also has owners and structure 
locations on it. 
 
Dirk Schneider ended the discussion asking if Board members noticed that the shutters on the old Janes 
Library (a historic structure) appear to have changed color to green. 
 

RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW 
 145 Long Meadow Circle 

The Applicant is requesting design review for the construction of a 1,399 sq. ft. detached garage. The 
oversized accessory structure was granted area variance approvals by the Zoning Board of Appeals 
on November 21, 2016. 
 
Danielle Fliss was present to discuss the application with the Board. 
 
Dirk Schneider acknowledged working with Chuck Smith, the architect for the project, but both Dirk 
and Chuck felt it would not be an issue for Dirk to participate in the review of the project.  
 
Bonnie Salem asked if the new garage will match the house in design, the home owner indicated that 
future home additions are planned and those are intended to be in character with the new garage.  
 
Chuck Smith indicated that the home is 289 feet from the road, the barn will be behind the home and 
will sit lower than the home, but the roof may be higher than the house. 
 
Danielle Fliss explained that the current home has very little storage and the second floor of the 
garage will provide additional space needed by the family. 
 
It was noted that the siding and shingles would be dark colored. 
 
Paul Whitbeck mentioned that board and batten creates a vertical look, but the board and batten was 
acceptable. 
 
Bonnie Salem was somewhat concerned with the size of the garage as compared other structures in 
the neighborhood.  
 
Kathleen Cristman moved to accept the application as submitted with the following conditions: 
 

1. The new garage is recommended to be of generally dark colors without high contrast. 
 
John Mitchell seconded the motion and the Board voted as follows. 

 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, and Whitbeck 
Nay - Salem           
 

 52 Crestview Drive 
The Applicant is requesting design review for an addition to the first and second floor of the home. 
 
Chris Hennessey was present to discuss the application with the Board. The two story addition 
includes a garage and an in-law area.  
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Dirk Schneider asked about the arts and craft columns that were proposed in the front of the home. 
Chris responded that the client really liked the appearance of them and they added a focal point to 
the front entrance.  
 
The Board questioned the height of the window on the left gable, but after looking at the plans more 
carefully the height of the window was determined to be acceptable. 
 
Paul Whitbeck moved to accept the application as submitted and Bonnie Salem seconded. 
 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck    
 

RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS FOR REVIEW – NEW HOMES 
 5 Escena Rise (Lot #2) 

The Applicant is requesting design review for the construction of a 3293 sq. ft. new dwelling. 
 
Noah Saulpaugh was present to discuss the application with the Board. The home is about 3210 
square feet with a 3 car garage.  
 
Noah indicated that the siding would follow grade down the ½ walkout to existing Town Land. 
 
Bonnie Salem moved to accept the application as submitted. Dirk Schneider seconded.  
 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck           
 

 5 Aden Hill (Lot #C46)  
The Applicant is requesting design review for the construction of an 1844 sq. ft. new dwelling. 
 
Noah Saulpaugh was present to discuss the application with the Board.  
 
The need for a window on the right side elevation was discussed by the Board.  
 
John Mitchell moved to accept the application as submitted with the following conditions: 
 

1. That a window be added on the right side elevation between the existing window and door on 
the home.  

 
Bonnie Salem seconded the motion. 
 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck           
 

COMMERCIAL APPLICATION FOR REVIEW 
 3130 Monroe Avenue – Nailscape Sign 

The Applicant is requesting design review for the proposed construction of a new business 
identification sign.  
 
Thu Nguyen was present to discuss the application with the Board. 
 
The Board inquired as to why in one photo the sign was red and the other photo the sign was white. It 
was explained that when lit the sign was red and unlit it was white.  
 
The Board confirmed with the building inspector that the sign met the size limitations determined by 
the Planning Board. 
 
Kathleen Cristman moved to approve the sign as submitted. Paul Whitbeck seconded. 
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Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck  
 

 3300 Monroe Avenue – Café Grille Sign 
The Applicant is requesting design review for the proposed construction of a new business 
Identification sign.  
 
There was no representative present to discuss this application with the Board. 
 
The Board did not have any issues with the sign as installed. 
 
Bonnie Salem made a motion to accept the application as submitted. Kathleen Cristman seconded. 
 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck 
 

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 4 West Brook Road 

The Applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness, 185-196, to replace windows throughout 
the front and sides of the dwelling. This property is zoned RN – Residential Neighborhood and is 
designated historic.   
 
Dirk Schneider moved to open the Public Hearing. 
 
Alynn Dasta was present to discuss the application with the Board. An associate of Ms. Dasta was 
also present and presented a full size casement window as an example of the windows installed.  
 
Several Board members examined the sample window and it was noted that it has both interior and 
exterior muntins, which was recognized as having a realistic and very similar appearance to what the 
original windows would have looked like. It was also noted that the frame of the window was wood, 
but the exterior finishes of the window were vinyl clad. 
 
Jean France noted that 4 West Brook was a fine example of a “house by mail”; in this case a 
Michigan company designed the home.  Its location was mostly likely based upon the locations of the 
trolley that used to pass nearby to the home.  
 
The owner mentioned that it was very special house to her that she admired all the way back when 
she was a teenager riding a bus past the home. 
 
Dirk asked if there was a sliding door on the back of the home. It was noted that the elimination of 
one of the glass block windows was very positive.  
 
The owner commented that the original window was French style and opened out very similar 
to a casement window. 
 
There is one existing narrow window that is glass block and the Board felt it somewhat 
diminished the home and further discussion revealed that in interior was covered with a 
mirror. 
 
The Board discussed possible conditions on the approval and decided upon adding one to 
the written resolution.  
 
Kathleen Cristman made a motion to close the hearing and John Mitchell seconded. 
 
The Board voted as follows: 
 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck  
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Bonnie Salem read the proposed resolution with the added condition and the resolution was moved 
by Board member Bonnie Salem, seconded by Board member Dirk Schneider, and was voted upon 
by members of the Board as follows:  

a. It becomes part of the record for this property that the homeowner installed new windows 
prior to seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness, perhaps for lack of information.  The DR 
& HP Board, in granting the Certificate of Appropriateness, recognizes that the 
replacement windows do not meet all of the recommended guidelines for materials, 
however, since the windows are already installed, denial of a C of A would create an 
unreasonable hardship for the homeowner. The homeowner has been advised of 
procedures for future alterations to the designated home.    

b. The narrow glass Block window on the right side elevation can remain as is or the 
window area could be filled in with matching siding.  

 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck  

                

 5 Sunset Boulevard 
The Applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for the removal of a deck, installation of a 
stone patio, with an outdoor fireplace, installation of 18” +/- rock walls, installation of stone sidewalks 
and installation of a generator. This property is zoned RN – Residential Neighborhood and is 
designated historic.   
 
Dirk Schneider moved to open the Public Hearing. 
 
Nicole Reddington was present to discuss the application with the Board. 
 
Mark Lenzi clarified that the initial reason for the Certificate of Appropriateness was the installation of 
the generator, but with the variety of other minor changes, some less visible than others, he felt it best 
to document all of the work within this C of A.  
 
The Board inquired what kind of tree was planted in front of the home and Mrs. Reddington 
responded that is was a purple leaf beech.  
 
The Board expressed no concerns with the removal of the deck and installation of the patio which are 
behind the fence. The replacement of the rocks with different rocks and the installation of stone 
sidewalks also were found to be acceptable to the Board.  
 
The Board did raise some concern if the generator was going to be visible, but Mrs. Reddington 
explained that the generator is also behind the fence and the owners are going to screen the 
generator by adding boxwood shrubs in front of it.  

 
Dirk Schneider moved to close the Public Hearing. John Mitchell seconded. The Board voted all ayes 
and the hearing was closed. 
 
The Board reviewed the prepared Resolution. 
 
The Resolution was moved by Board member Dirk Schneider, seconded by Board member Bonnie 
Salem, and was voted upon by members of the Board as follows:  
 
The granting of the Certificate of Appropriateness is made subject to the following specific conditions: 

 
a. The Certificate of Appropriateness is granted only for the plans submitted November 14, 2016. 
b. The Certificate of Appropriateness is granted only for the blueprint presented on December 8, 

2016 and dated September 30, 2016 prepared by Clover Lawn and Landscape. 
c. The Certificate of Appropriateness is granted only for the items listed above. 
d. All projects are to be completed by January 31, 2018.  
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Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck 

 

REVIEW OF MEETING MINUTES AND ADJOURNMENT 
 

Dirk Schneider moved to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2016 meeting with corrections.  
John Mitchell seconded.  
 
Ayes – Schneider, Wigg, Cristman, Cruz-Irving, Mitchell, Salem and Whitbeck 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
         
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Douglas DeRue 
Director of Planning, Zoning and Development 

 
 

  


